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Silicon Valley Comes to the UK (SVC2UK) is a not-for-profit, invitation-only 
series of events that bring together early stage investors, successful serial 
entrepreneurs, students and alumni from the US and the UK to explore ideas 
and to support scale ups. It was founded by Sherry Coutu, Reid Hoffman and 
Ellen Levy in 2006.

The programme is now run out of London & Partners.
More details can be found at www.svc2uk.com

WELCOME 
TO SVC2UK 
2019  

SVC2UK was born out of 
Ellen, Reid and I thinking: 

what can we do to 
improve the ecosystem 
for entrepreneurship in 

the UK?

Sherry Coutu CBE
Chair, SVC2UK
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AGENDA
14.30
Welcome

14.32 
Professor Dame Sally Davies DME 
FRS FMedsci,
Master, Trinity College

Opening Remarks

14.40 

Moderated by Professor 
Christopher R Lowe OBE

· Sherry Coutu CBE
· Linda Avey
· Bill Yost
· Oliver Armitage

Panel 1  
From Start-Up to 
Scale Up

Panel 2 
Accessing Finance 
to Scale

15.05

Moderated by Priya Guha

· Mike Shepherd
· Maryanna Saenko
· Karen Appleton Page
· Kerry Baldwin

15.30

Moderated by Penny Harwood

. Ken Roberts
· Jenny Gove
· Hillary Mickell
· David Hornik

Panel 3
Building Business 
with Purpose

16.00
End of Event

15.55
Janet Coyle,  
Director Trade & Growth,  
London & Partners,
MD SVC2UK

Closing Remarks

15.00
Q&A

15.25
Q&A

15.50
Q&A



Panel 1 will explore scaling 
start-ups: raising funding, 
managing risk and going 
international (US and UK). 
The panel will end with a 10-
min Q&A with the audience.  
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PANEL 1 
FROM STARTUP TO 
SCALE UP
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Founders will 
provide advice on 
scaling, acquiring 
funding, building 
and leading a 
team. Investors will 
discuss what guides 
their decision-
making and what 
they look for in 
high-growth start-
ups. We will also 
explore different 
perspectives from 
the UK and Silicon 
Valley.

Bill Yost 
Investment Manager,  
Mercia 

@Mercia_PLC

Bill leads investments into early-
stage hardware and materials 
companies at Mercia Asset 
Management.   He was part of the 
management team which raised 
Series B financing for Polatis Ltd 
(Huber + Suhner) and was a founder 
of both Electroltytic Ozone Inc 
(Franke Foodservice Systems) and 
GelSight Inc, a spin-out from MIT.

Oliver Armitage 
Founder & CSO,
BIOS 

 @BIOShealth

Oliver Armitage is Co-Founder and 
Chief Scientific Officer at BIOS, a 
leading neural engineering startup. 
Oliver has always had a vision 
that the human body could be 
repaired or made better through 
augmentative technology and 
how that can be used to improve 
people’s lives. He specializes in 
tissue interfaces and engineering to 
allow technology to be fused with 
the body. Oliver was recently named 
to Forbes 30 Under 30 2018.

Professor Christopher R Lowe
OBE, FREng, FInstP, FRSC,
University of Cambridge

 @CambridgeATS

Chris is Professor Emeritus of 
Biotechnology at the University of 
Cambridge, founder director of the 
Cambridge Academy of Therapeutic 
Sciences and the Institute of 
Biotechnology, where he conducted 
multi-disciplinary research in the 
healthcare biotechnology sector. 
He has been the driving force for 
the establishment of a number of 
spin-out companies and fosters 
entrepreneurship in the University.

Linda Avey
Co-Founder & CEO,
Precise.ly

@lindaavey

Linda Avey is the co-founder and CEO 
of Precise.ly, a consumer genetics 
service designed for India and its 
rapidly evolving health system. In 
2006 she co-founded 23andMe, one 
of the leading direct-to-consumer 
genetic testing services, now with 
over 12 million customers in the US, 
Canada, and Europe, valued at $2.5B. 

Sherry Coutu CBE
Serial Entrepreneur & Investor
Chair & Co-Founder, SVC2UK

@scoutu

Sherry Coutu is a serial entrepreneur 
and angel investor who serves 
on the boards of companies, 
charities and universities. She 
chairs Founders4Schools and the 
Scaleup Institute and also serves 
as a non-executive board member 
of Workfinder, The London Stock 
Exchange plc, Raspberry Pi Trading, 
Pearson plc, DCMS (Dept for Digital, 
Culture, Media & Sport) and Royal 
Society SIT Committee. 
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PANEL 2 
ACCESSING FINANCE 
TO SCALE
Panel 2 will explore how to 
access finance when scaling 
high-growth companies. The 
panel will end with a 10-min 
Q&A with the audience.
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Priya Guha
Venture Partner, 
Merian Ventures

@PriyaGuhaUK

Priya is a senior leader in the 
technology sector and thrives in 
high-pace environments where 
strong values and culture are 
fundamental to results. Her 
passion is to support the world of 
entrepreneurship and innovation 
because these sectors will drive the 
future economy. And to ensure that 
future is inclusive both because it’s 
right and because that’s how the 
world achieves its full potential. 

Each of the 
panellists will share 
their experience in 
either accessing 
finance or investing 
in scale-ups and 
share practical 
advice that they 
have learned 
along the way. We 
will also discuss 
how and when 
accessing finance 
is beneficial in your 
business’s growth.

Maryanna Saenko
General Partner,  
Future Ventures

@FutureSaenko

A General Partner at Future Ventures, 
Maryanna Saenko has an interest 
in robotics, quantum computing, 
blockchain, aerospace, and the future 
of food.

Maryanna graduated from Carnegie 
Mellon University with a BS in 
BioMedical Engineering and a BS 
and MS in Materials Science and 
Engineering.

Mike Shepherd
Founder & CEO, 
GrowthPoint Technology Partners

@TechMandAMike

Mike has grown five start-ups, 
two went public.  GrowthPoint is 
Mike’s fifth start-up, which is now 15 
years old, where he is founder and 
CEO.  GrowthPoint is a technology 
investment bank specialized in 
strategic financing and M&A.  Mike 
graduated from Imperial College, 
London, and the Stanford Graduate 
School of Business

Karen Appleton Page
General Partner, 
B Capital Group

@karenappleton

Karen Appleton Page is an investor, 
advisor, entrepreneur, and board 
member. She worked at Apple as 
a leader on the enterprise team 
and she was a founding executive 
at Box. She is currently focused on 
enterprise, fintech, and consumer 
marketplaces as a General Partner at 
B Capital Group. 

Kerry Baldwin
Managing Partner,  
IQ Capital

@IQ_Capital_Fund

Kerry is Co-Founder/Managing Partner 
of IQ Capital, a Cambridge & London 
based deep-tech focused venture 
capital investor with $400m AUM. She 
has 20 years in early stage Venture 
Capital both in the UK and Europe. 
Specialty Competitive Intelligence, 
Product, GTM, Strategic Marketing. 
Fellow in Entrepreneurship at 
Cambridge University, Judge Business 
School. 



Panel 3 will share advice 
on how to build and scale 
a company with a purpose. 
The panel will end with a 10-
min Q&A with the audience. 
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PANEL 3 
BUILDING A  
CUSTOMER FOCUSED 
BUSINESS
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Penny Harwood
Senior VP, Business Development, 
London & Partners
 @L_Pbusiness
 
Penny is a senior level sales 
executive with proven success 
of meeting and exceeding 
business development and sales 
goals through effective pipeline 
management and strategic and 
consultative approach. She 
drives all aspects of the client 
relationship including discovery, 
needs assessment, gap creation, 
implementation, vertical 
relationship-management.

Panellists will share 
what drove them 
to build/invest in 
customer-focused 
businesses. In 
addition, the panel 
will discuss how 
to to think about 
customers when 
seeking to build a 
profitable business 
with its customers at 
its heart. 

David Hornik
Partner,  
August Capital

@davidhornik

David Hornik is a General Partner at 
August Capital where he invests in 
consumer and enterprise software 
and services. He has worked closely 
with startups for the last 20 years. 
Prior to joining August, David was a 
litigator at Cravath Swaine & Moore, 
and corporate and licensing attorney 
at Venture Law Group and Perkins 
Coie. 

Jenny Gove
Mobile Payments UV Lead,  
Google

@jennylg

Jenny Gove is a User Experience 
Research lead at Google, where 
she has conducted research on 
mobile devise use, has created 
design principles for eCommerce, 
and currently is a UX Research 
Lead for Google Pay. Previously 
Jenny managed the Apps, Social, 
and Ads Design Research teams at 
Google. Prior affiliations includes Sun 
Microsystems, Zadu, and the Open 
University, UK. 

Ken Roberts
Founder & CEO,  
AudioTelligence
 @AudioT_Ken
 
Ken’s career has spanned several 
roles in sales & sales management,
establishing European operations 
for US companies, and as CEO of 
UK based companies. Over the 
last 10 years Ken has worked with 
numerous start-ups as a self-
employed consultant before taking 
on his latest role as CEO at
AudioTelligence.

Hillary Mickell
Regional CEO, 
Northeastern University

@hmickell

Hillary Mickell is Dean and Regional 
CEO of Northeastern University. She 
is an accomplished business leader, 
tech entrepreneur, angel investor 
and board member and has led 
companies from inception to hyper 
growth.  Hillary has held management 
positions at Microsoft and Yahoo!, was 
a founding executive at Shutterfly and 
co-founder of Silicon Valley startup 
Foodily.
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Without the support of our 
partners, SVC2UK would not 
have the capabilities to build and 
maintain an expansive network 
of alumni including world-leading 
investors, serial entrepreneurs, 
academics, students, policy 
makers and first time founders.

PARTNERS
SECTION

London & Patrners 
London & Partners is the Mayor of London’s official 
promotional agency. Our mission is to tell London’s story 
brilliantly to an international audience. 

Our purpose is to support the Mayor’s priorities by 
promoting London internationally, as the best city in the 
world in which to invest, work, study and visit. We do this 
by devising creative ways to promote London and to 
amplify the Mayor’s messages, priorities and campaigns to 
international audiences. We are a not-for- profit public-pri-
vate partnership, funded by the Mayor of London and our 
network of commercial partners.

londonandpartners.com



SVC2UK | Cambridge Masterclass

10

Mastercard is a technology company in the 
global payments industry. Their global payments 
processing network connects consumers, 
financial institutions, merchants, governments 
and businesses in more than 210 countries and 
territories. Mastercard products and solutions make 
everyday commerce activities - such as shopping, 
traveling, running a business and managing 
finances - easier, more secure and more efficient 
for everyone.

Mastercard is dedicated to building an inclusive 
world in which the digital economy works for 
everyone, everywhere. By creating scalable 
solutions for sustainable and inclusive growth, 
Mastercard builds pathways to a more secure 
future for everyone.

Mastercard

Lead Partner

Jason Lane
Executive Vice President, Market Devel-
opment, Europe / IMK, Mastercard

Jason Lane is executive vice 
president of Market Development 
Europe based in London, where 
he is responsible for pan-regional 
acceptance development, strategic 
merchant partnerships, acquiring 
management, Mastercard Direct 
Services, and business model 
management and economics.  In 
addition, he oversees Mastercard’s 
efforts to attract and grow FinTech 
players across Europe as well as 
the development of Mastercard’s 
capabilities for Open Banking in 
the region. Jason has spent over 
20 years with Mastercard in various 
roles of increasing responsibility. 

At Mastercard, innovation is at the 
heart of everything we do; it is a 
binding pillar of all of our work. 

Partnering with SVC2UK is something 
we are really proud of and we look 
forward to being there and seeing 
what comes out of this prestigious, 
future-focused, technology event.

Jason Lane
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HSBC is one of the world’s largest banking and financial services 
organisations. We serve more than 40 million customers through four 
global businesses: Retail Banking and Wealth Management, Commercial 
Banking, Global Banking and Markets, and Global Private Banking.  We aim 
to be where the growth is, connecting customers to opportunities, enabling 
businesses to thrive and economies to prosper, and ultimately helping 
people to fulfil their hopes and realise their ambitions. HSBC UK serves our 
personal and business customers in the UK and has an extensive branch 
network across the country to support the needs of our customers.

HSBC

We define ourselves by the needs of our clients, large and small and work 
hard to build and maintain relationships that are personal, collaborative and 
enduring – to be a partner you can trust. We blend pragmatism and front-
line experience with the insightful knowledge of an industry leader. Nearly 
450 of us work co-operatively in specialist teams under one roof to tailor-
make solutions for you. We’re big enough to display deep knowledge over 
a broad range of specialisms, and small enough to understand the power of 
personal connections.

Buzzacott

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati is the premier legal advisor to technology, 
life sciences, and growth enterprises worldwide, as well as the venture 
firms, private equity firms, and investment banks that finance them. We 
represent companies from entrepreneurial start-ups to multibillion-dollar 
global corporations at every stage of development. The firm’s attorneys 
collaborate across a comprehensive range of practice areas and industry 
groups to help the management, boards of directors, shareholders, and 
in-house counsel of our clients address their most pressing challenges and 
pursue their most promising opportunities.

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati



SVC2UK | Cambridge Masterclass

12

Jane Galvin
Vice President, HSBC

Jane leads HSBC’s Corporate Banking segment in the UK, where 
she is responsible for overseeing the management of approximately 
14,000 mid-market customers, served by a population of over 800 
people. Prior to joining HSBC Jane spent 30 years at Barclays, under-
taking a number of senior roles including Regional Director, Corporate 
Banking; Head of mid-Corporate, London; Head of Professional Ser-
vices for the UK and US; Head of Retail and Wholesale Mid-Corporate, 
and Director of the Media Team.  

Daniel Glazer
Partner, WSGR

Daniel Glazer is an American technology lawyer, strategic business 
advisor, and the founding partner of WSGR’s London office. Since the 
2010 launch of the UK Government’s “Tech City” initiative, Dan has 
focused on supporting high-growth UK and other European companies 
with U.S. expansion and fundraising, and connecting the UK and wider 
European tech communities with U.S. investors, corporates, advisors, 
and other stakeholders.

Simon Wax
Partner, Buzzacott

Simon joined Buzzacott in 2008, as a Partner he heads up the 
specialist tech and media team, which look after many creative and 
innovative businesses including IT consultancies, digital agencies, 
e-commerce platforms and fintech companies. Simon and his team 
provide commercial advice and financial services to fast growing UK 
and international private companies to help them grow and achieve 
their goals and ambitions. This involves delivering services to start-ups 
right the way through to advising on an eventual exit. 
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SilverLake

Shoosmiths was named the Winner of the Corporate and Commercial 
specialism category in the Legal 500 Awards 2019 and was shortlisted 
as Services Provider of the Year in the Investor Allstars Awards 2019. 
Additionally, Shoosmiths was recently named Law Firm of the Year in The 
Lawyer awards. Recent deals include advising Octopus Ventures on the 
acquisition of Graze.com by Unilever, and leading cloud-based software 
developer, Matillion, on a major Series C fundraise of $35 million. 

Shoosmiths

FieldHouse Associates is fiercely driven by a desire to make business 
impact above and beyond anything you might have expected from PR. 
Wedevelop and implement public relations strategies that are about more 
than just securing press column inches and that truly help our clients 
achieve their commercial objectives.We understand the challenges facing 
fast-growth companies; we know what motivates and excites the investors 
and brands who back them; and we know you can’t work effectively with 
either without fully immersing yourself in their world. That’s why we’ve built 
ourselves into the only consultancy truly at the heart of the innovation and 
investment ecosystem.

FieldHouse Associates

GBx
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James Klein
Partner & Head of Technology Sector, Shoosmiths

James is a partner and head of the London corporate team at UK law 
firm Shoosmiths, who leads the firm’s cross-divisional focus on the 
Technology sector. With strong investor connections in the UK and US, 
James regularly advises on fundraisings, scale-ups and exits, having 
acted for management teams and institutional houses on numerous 
mid-market deals (both venture capital and private equity). James has 
spent considerable time in Silicon Valley (having set up his previous 
firm’s San Francisco office) and was there every month for almost four 
years. He regularly assists UK companies with their expansion to the 
US, also connecting them to US investors.  

Cordelia Meacher
Founder, FieldHouse Associates

With a background in cross-sector corporate comms, financial public 
relations, and public affairs, Cordelia is now focused on working 
with high growth tech businesses, and the ecosystem around them, 
specifically angel and venture capital investors. She launched 
FieldHouse Associates in early 2012 to service this fascinating and 
fast growing space. By advising and supporting businesses through 
each phase of their growth; building their profiles to attract investment; 
supporting their investors; and working closely with the ecosystem, 
she believes she can truly make an impact.

Charity Partner

Founders4Schools is an award-winning educational-tech charity which 
connects young people with inspirational role models to improve their 
aspirations and prepare them for the world of work. 

Workfinder inspires young people to find a future they’ll love, to discover 
exciting career opportunities and explore the working world on their own 
terms. 

Both organisations were born out of SVC2UK and we are proud to be 
supporting them on their own scale up journey.

Founders4Schools
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Ann Fisher

Bailey Fisher is an independent executive search firm specialising in finding 
and placing individuals who have a fundamental impact on successful 
business growth.Headquartered in Cambridge, they thrive in the fast-
paced environment of one of the world’s most exciting technology and 
biotechnology clusters. We go well beyond our home in the Cambridge 
cluster, supporting the growth of some of the most successful companies 
to have emerged from the UK entrepreneurial growth sector over the past 
20 years.

Bailey Fisher Executive Search

Magna International is a world leader helping define the future of 
transportation through landmark advances in technology and engineering. 
As a leading global automotive supplier with 346 manufacturing facilities 
and 92 product development, Magna has engineering and sales centres 
in 28 countries. Magna has launched Leading Mobility, a start-up program 
powered by Magna in collaboration with StartUs. StartUs is helping Magna 
make connections that could change the way people get from place-to-
place in the future. It is an ongoing effort aimed at finding the best ideas 
and bringing them to market. Leading Mobility is open to companies that 
have an innovative technology or solution, even if it’s not directly related to 
mobility or the auto industry.

Magna International

Maximilian Ge

We want to thank our Cambridge 
team, Ann Fisher and Maximilian 
Ge, for all of their incredible work in 
ensuring the Cambridge SVC2UK 
events came to life. Without their 
committment to SVC2UK over the 
past years, we would not have 
been able to continuously bring 
the Cambridge ecosystem this 
spectacular summit. 

Thank You

Cambridge Team
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Our vision in 2020 is to contin-
ue to fuel the entrepreneurial 
ecosystem, helping the fastest 
growing businesses scale and 
instilling capability and con-
fidence in our first time and 
female founder communities.

We will continue to offer mentorship and 
connection through events for our SVC2UK 
communities to forge deeper relationships. 
 
We will deliver practical advice that removes 
the barriers to growth through workshops, 
intimate roundtables and storytelling. 
 
Collectively, we will raise the profile of our 
ecosystem, working in partnership with 
corporates and networks who share our 
values and vision, driving inclusive econom-
ic prosperity and good growth that we can 
track and measure.

WHAT IS 
HAPPENING AT 
SVC2UK IN 2020?



start taking
notes!



start taking
notes!




