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Silicon Valley Comes to the UK (SVC2UK) is a not-for-profit, invitation-only 
series of events that bring together early stage investors, successful serial 
entrepreneurs, students and alumni from the US and the UK to explore ideas 
and to support scale ups. It was founded by Sherry Coutu, Reid Hoffman and 
Ellen Levy in 2006.

The programme is now run out of London & Partners.
More details can be found at www.svc2uk.com

WELCOME 
TO SVC2UK 
2019  

SVC2UK was born out of 
Ellen, Reid and I thinking: 

what can we do to 
improve the ecosystem 
for entrepreneurship in 

the UK?

Sherry Coutu, CBE
Chair, SVC2UK
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AGENDA
17.00
Welcome

17.05 
Jason Mellad,
Co-Founder & CEO, 
Start Codon

Our Chair

17.10 
What Right Does 
Technology Have?

Jane Swift, 
President & Director, 
LearnLaunch

17.15

18.30
End of Event

18.15
Wrap Up

17.45
Q&A

Linda Avey, 
Founder, Precise.ly

17.10

David Le,  
VP & General 
Counsel, Lyft

17.20

Raina Kumra,
CEO,  
Juggernaut LLC 

17.25

17.55
Open to 
the Floor

17.30
Summary

18.20
In Closing
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WHAT RIGHT DOES 
TECHNOLOGY HAVE 
TO INFLUENCE OUR 
PERSONAL 
CHOICES?
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Speakers who have 
built or invested 
in some of the 
most successful 
and disruptive 
technologies the 
world has seen, 
pioneering artificial 
intelligence, 
machine learning, 
edtech and 
healthtech 
industries. 

David Le 
VP & Associate General Counsel,  
Lyft

 

David Le is VP & AGC at Lyft where 
he oversees M&A, governance, and 
strategic partnerships. David led 
Lyft’s recent $2.3B IPO and several 
fundraising rounds with Fidelity, GM, 
Alphabet, KKR, and Rakuten and 
launched partnerships with Hertz and 
Waymo. Prior to Lyft, David led strate-
gic transactions at EA and as outside 
counsel guiding startups. 

Raina Kumra
CEO,
Juggernaut LLC

@rainakumra

Raina is CEO of Juggernaut, a brand 
movement agency and also a partner 
at Subculture, an organizational 
change bureau. She is also a 
reformed advertising executive and 
an early stage investor in technology 
and healthcare.  Raina is one of Fast 
Company’s Most Creative People in 
Business, and holds degrees from 
Boston University, NYU and the 
Harvard Graduate School of Design. 

Jason Mellad
CEO & Co-Founder
Start Codon

 

Experienced Chief Executive Officer 
with a demonstrated history of 
working in the biotechnology industry. 
Skilled in Innovation Management, 
Oncology, Molecular Biology, Patent 
Law, and Biotechnology. Strong 
business development professional 
with a PhD focused in Medicine from 
University of Cambridge. 

Jane Swift
President & Director, 
LaunchLearn

@janemswift

Former Massachusetts Governor 
Jane Swift is President & Executive 
Director of LearnLaunch; an education 
innovation hub which connects 
and supports solution creators 
and adopters to increase student 
achievement to close equity gaps. 
Jane is an accomplished leader in both 
the public and private sectors and a 
recognized national voice on education 
policy, women’s leadership and work/
family integration. 

Linda Avey
Co-Founder & CEO,
Precise.ly

@lindaavey

Linda Avey is the co-founder and 
CEO of Precise.ly, a consumer 
genetics service designed for India 
and its rapidly evolving health 
system. In 2006 she co-founded 
23andMe, one of the leading 
direct-to-consumer genetic testing 
services, now with over 12 million 
customers in the US, Canada, and 
Europe, valued at $2.5B. 
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Without the support of our 
partners, SVC2UK would not 
have the capabilities to build and 
maintain an expansive network 
of alumni including world-leading 
investors, serial entrepreneurs, 
academics, students, policy 
makers and first time founders.

PARTNERS
SECTION

London & Patrners 
London & Partners is the Mayor of London’s official 
promotional agency. Our mission is to tell London’s story 
brilliantly to an international audience. 

Our purpose is to support the Mayor’s priorities by 
promoting London internationally, as the best city in the 
world in which to invest, work, study and visit. We do this 
by devising creative ways to promote London and to 
amplify the Mayor’s messages, priorities and campaigns to 
international audiences. We are a not-for- profit public-pri-
vate partnership, funded by the Mayor of London and our 
network of commercial partners.

londonandpartners.com
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Mastercard is a technology company in the 
global payments industry. Their global payments 
processing network connects consumers, 
financial institutions, merchants, governments 
and businesses in more than 210 countries and 
territories. Mastercard products and solutions make 
everyday commerce activities - such as shopping, 
traveling, running a business and managing 
finances - easier, more secure and more efficient 
for everyone.

Mastercard is dedicated to building an inclusive 
world in which the digital economy works for 
everyone, everywhere. By creating scalable 
solutions for sustainable and inclusive growth, 
Mastercard builds pathways to a more secure 
future for everyone.

Mastercard

Lead Partner

Jason Lane
Executive Vice President, Market Devel-
opment, Europe / IMK, Mastercard

Jason Lane is executive vice 
president of Market Development 
Europe based in London, where 
he is responsible for pan-regional 
acceptance development, strategic 
merchant partnerships, acquiring 
management, Mastercard Direct 
Services, and business model 
management and economics.  In 
addition, he oversees Mastercard’s 
efforts to attract and grow FinTech 
players across Europe as well as 
the development of Mastercard’s 
capabilities for Open Banking in 
the region. Jason has spent over 
20 years with Mastercard in various 
roles of increasing responsibility. 

At Mastercard, innovation is at the 
heart of everything we do; it is a 
binding pillar of all of our work. 

Partnering with SVC2UK is something 
we are really proud of and we look 
forward to being there and seeing 
what comes out of this prestigious, 
future-focused, technology event.

Jason Lane
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HSBC is one of the world’s largest banking and financial services 
organisations. We serve more than 40 million customers through four 
global businesses: Retail Banking and Wealth Management, Commercial 
Banking, Global Banking and Markets, and Global Private Banking.  We aim 
to be where the growth is, connecting customers to opportunities, enabling 
businesses to thrive and economies to prosper, and ultimately helping 
people to fulfil their hopes and realise their ambitions. HSBC UK serves our 
personal and business customers in the UK and has an extensive branch 
network across the country to support the needs of our customers.

HSBC

We define ourselves by the needs of our clients, large and small and work 
hard to build and maintain relationships that are personal, collaborative and 
enduring – to be a partner you can trust. We blend pragmatism and front-
line experience with the insightful knowledge of an industry leader. Nearly 
450 of us work co-operatively in specialist teams under one roof to tailor-
make solutions for you. We’re big enough to display deep knowledge over 
a broad range of specialisms, and small enough to understand the power of 
personal connections.

Buzzacott

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati is the premier legal advisor to technology, 
life sciences, and growth enterprises worldwide, as well as the venture 
firms, private equity firms, and investment banks that finance them. We 
represent companies from entrepreneurial start-ups to multibillion-dollar 
global corporations at every stage of development. The firm’s attorneys 
collaborate across a comprehensive range of practice areas and industry 
groups to help the management, boards of directors, shareholders, and 
in-house counsel of our clients address their most pressing challenges and 
pursue their most promising opportunities.

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati
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Jane Galvin
Vice President, HSBC

Jane leads HSBC’s Corporate Banking segment in the UK, where 
she is responsible for overseeing the management of approximately 
14,000 mid-market customers, served by a population of over 800 
people. Prior to joining HSBC Jane spent 30 years at Barclays, under-
taking a number of senior roles including Regional Director, Corporate 
Banking; Head of mid-Corporate, London; Head of Professional Ser-
vices for the UK and US; Head of Retail and Wholesale Mid-Corporate, 
and Director of the Media Team.  

Daniel Glazer
Partner, WSGR

Daniel Glazer is an American technology lawyer, strategic business 
advisor, and the founding partner of WSGR’s London office. Since the 
2010 launch of the UK Government’s “Tech City” initiative, Dan has 
focused on supporting high-growth UK and other European companies 
with U.S. expansion and fundraising, and connecting the UK and wider 
European tech communities with U.S. investors, corporates, advisors, 
and other stakeholders.

Simon Wax
Partner, Buzzacott

Simon joined Buzzacott in 2008, as a Partner he heads up the 
specialist tech and media team, which look after many creative and 
innovative businesses including IT consultancies, digital agencies, 
e-commerce platforms and fintech companies. Simon and his team 
provide commercial advice and financial services to fast growing UK 
and international private companies to help them grow and achieve 
their goals and ambitions. This involves delivering services to start-ups 
right the way through to advising on an eventual exit. 
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SilverLake

Shoosmiths was named the Winner of the Corporate and Commercial 
specialism category in the Legal 500 Awards 2019 and was shortlisted 
as Services Provider of the Year in the Investor Allstars Awards 2019. 
Additionally, Shoosmiths was recently named Law Firm of the Year in The 
Lawyer awards. Recent deals include advising Octopus Ventures on the 
acquisition of Graze.com by Unilever, and leading cloud-based software 
developer, Matillion, on a major Series C fundraise of $35 million. 

Shoosmiths

FieldHouse Associates is fiercely driven by a desire to make business 
impact above and beyond anything you might have expected from PR. 
Wedevelop and implement public relations strategies that are about more 
than just securing press column inches and that truly help our clients 
achieve their commercial objectives.We understand the challenges facing 
fast-growth companies; we know what motivates and excites the investors 
and brands who back them; and we know you can’t work effectively with 
either without fully immersing yourself in their world. That’s why we’ve built 
ourselves into the only consultancy truly at the heart of the innovation and 
investment ecosystem.

FieldHouse Associates

GBx
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James Klein
Partner & Head of Technology Sector, Shoosmiths

James is a partner and head of the London corporate team at UK law 
firm Shoosmiths, who leads the firm’s cross-divisional focus on the 
Technology sector. With strong investor connections in the UK and US, 
James regularly advises on fundraisings, scale-ups and exits, having 
acted for management teams and institutional houses on numerous 
mid-market deals (both venture capital and private equity). James has 
spent considerable time in Silicon Valley (having set up his previous 
firm’s San Francisco office) and was there every month for almost four 
years. He regularly assists UK companies with their expansion to the 
US, also connecting them to US investors.  

Cordelia Meacher
Founder, FieldHouse Associates

With a background in cross-sector corporate comms, financial public 
relations, and public affairs, Cordelia is now focused on working 
with high growth tech businesses, and the ecosystem around them, 
specifically angel and venture capital investors. She launched 
FieldHouse Associates in early 2012 to service this fascinating and 
fast growing space. By advising and supporting businesses through 
each phase of their growth; building their profiles to attract investment; 
supporting their investors; and working closely with the ecosystem, 
she believes she can truly make an impact.

Charity Partner

Founders4Schools is an award-winning educational-tech charity which 
connects young people with inspirational role models to improve their 
aspirations and prepare them for the world of work. 

Workfinder inspires young people to find a future they’ll love, to discover 
exciting career opportunities and explore the working world on their own 
terms. 

Both organisations were born out of SVC2UK and we are proud to be 
supporting them on their own scale up journey.

Founders4Schools
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Ann Fisher

Bailey Fisher is an independent executive search firm specialising in finding 
and placing individuals who have a fundamental impact on successful 
business growth.Headquartered in Cambridge, they thrive in the fast-
paced environment of one of the world’s most exciting technology and 
biotechnology clusters. We go well beyond our home in the Cambridge 
cluster, supporting the growth of some of the most successful companies 
to have emerged from the UK entrepreneurial growth sector over the past 
20 years.

Bailey Fisher Executive Search

Magna International is a world leader helping define the future of 
transportation through landmark advances in technology and engineering. 
As a leading global automotive supplier with 346 manufacturing facilities 
and 92 product development, Magna has engineering and sales centres 
in 28 countries. Magna has launched Leading Mobility, a start-up program 
powered by Magna in collaboration with StartUs. StartUs is helping Magna 
make connections that could change the way people get from place-to-
place in the future. It is an ongoing effort aimed at finding the best ideas 
and bringing them to market. Leading Mobility is open to companies that 
have an innovative technology or solution, even if it’s not directly related to 
mobility or the auto industry.

Magna International

Maximilian Ge

We want to thank our Cambridge 
team, Ann Fisher and Maximilian 
Ge, for all of their incredible work in 
ensuring the Cambridge SVC2UK 
events came to life. Without their 
committment to SVC2UK over the 
past years, we would not have 
been able to continuously bring 
the Cambridge ecosystem this 
spectacular summit. 

Thank You

Cambridge Team
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Our vision in 2020 is to contin-
ue to fuel the entrepreneurial 
ecosystem, helping the fastest 
growing businesses scale and 
instilling capability and con-
fidence in our first time and 
female founder communities.

We will continue to offer mentorship and 
connection through events for our SVC2UK 
communities to forge deeper relationships. 
 
We will deliver practical advice that removes 
the barriers to growth through workshops, 
intimate roundtables and storytelling. 
 
Collectively, we will raise the profile of our 
ecosystem, working in partnership with 
corporates and networks who share our 
values and vision, driving inclusive econom-
ic prosperity and good growth that we can 
track and measure.

WHAT IS 
HAPPENING AT 
SVC2UK IN 2020?



start taking
notes!



start taking
notes!




