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Silicon Valley Comes to the UK (SVC2UK) is a not-for-profit, invitation-only 
series of events that bring together early stage investors, successful serial 
entrepreneurs, students and alumni from the US and the UK to explore ideas 
and to support scale ups. It was founded by Sherry Coutu, Reid Hoffman and 
Ellen Levy in 2006.

The programme is now run out of London & Partners.
More details can be found at www.svc2uk.com

WELCOME 
TO SVC2UK 
2019  

SVC2UK was born out of 
Ellen, Reid and I thinking: 

what can we do to 
improve the ecosystem 
for entrepreneurship in 

the UK?

Sherry Coutu, CBE
Chair, SVC2UK
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AGENDA

17.30 
Professor Julia Black,
Stratecy Director of Innovation, 
London School of Economics

Welcome to LSE

17.35 
Sherry Coutu CBE
introduces 
Oli Barrett MBE

Introductions

17.40

Dr Anita Sengupta,
Co-Founder,
Airspace Expereince 
Technologies

Future of Aviation 
and Green 
Technologies

17.55
Anthea Kolitsas in coversation with 
Martha Lane Fox

Fireside Chat

18.25

Moderator: Laura Citron 

Panellists:
. Linda Avey
. Misan Harriman
. Raina Kumra
. Gagan Biyani

The Next Tech 
Frontier

19.00
Networking Event

18.55 
Closing Remarks

18.10
Q&A 18.45

Q&A

17.50 

Oli Barrett MBE

Introduction to 
Speakers

18.20

Oli Barret MBE

Introduction to 
Panel
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INTRODUCING 
OUR HOSTS
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Professor Julia Black FBA
Strategy Director of Innovation,
London School of Economics

@scoutu

Professor Julia Black FBA is Strategic 
Director for Innovation at the London 
School of Economics and Political 
Science.  She was previously the Pro 
Director for Research (2014-2019) 
and from 2016-17 also served as 
LSE’s Interim Director.  She is cur-
rently leading on the implementation 
of the LSE’s 2030 Strategy, on LSE’s 
entrepreneurship and commerciali-
sation activities, and led the develop-
ment of the LSE’s PhD Academy and 
the new School of Public Policy. 

Oli Barrett MBE
Founder, The Connector Unit

@OliBarrett

Oli Barrett is a serial founder who 
enjoys making useful connections 
between people and ideas. In 2011, 
he co-founded StartUp Britain, 
launched by the British Prime Minister 
and funded by the private sector. He 
is on the advisory boards of Tech 
London Advocates, One Million 
Mentors and Troubadour Theatres, 
and is a Fellow of impact incubator 
and business builder Zinc. 

Sherry Coutu CBE
Serial Entrepreneur & 
Invsetor

@scoutu

Sherry Coutu is a serial entrepreneur 
and angel investor who serves 
on the boards of companies, 
charities and universities. She 
chairs Founders4Schools and the 
Scaleup Institute and also serves 
as a non-executive board member 
of Workfinder, The London Stock 
Exchange plc, Raspberry Pi Trading, 
Pearson plc, DCMS (Dept for Digital, 
Culture, Media & Sport) and Royal 
Society SIT Committee. 

Space technology that improves the 
way we live in cities today, health 
technology arming consumers 
with genetic knowledge whilst 
simultaneously disrupting the drug 
industry, artificial intelligence and 
edtech that’s changing the way we 
learn and seek to learn for good. 
Technology developed to protect us 
from technology. 



DISCUSSING 
THE FUTURE
OF TECH
What are the implications 
for such technological 
advancement? As leaders 
of the tech revolution, 
what responsibilities do 
we recognise today that 
will ensure a more positive 
impact on the world we live 
in, tomorrow?   
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Martha Lane Fox 
Founder & Executive Chair, 
doteveryone.org.uk

@Marthalanefox

Martha is the founder and chair 
of doteveryone – a think tank 
championing responsible technology 
for a fairer future. Martha is also a 
Director of Twitter, chancellor of the 
Open University and NED of Chanel, 
Donmar warehouse and Queens 
Commonwealth Trust.

Anthea Kolitsas 
Master Candidate - Global  
Management, LSE

 

Anthea Kolitsas grew up in Regina, 
Canada but came to London 
to pursue an MsC in Global 
Management at the London School 
of Economics (LSE). She has vast 
experience in the non-profit sector as 
she was an Executive Director to the 
Canada-UK Foundation. After these 
experiences, she took a leap from 
the education sector into the world 
of entrepreneurship and founded 
Project Happy Note (PHN).
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A fireside 
chat with LSE 
student, Anthea 
Kolitsas, and 
serial tech 
entrepreneur, 
Martha Lane 
Fox. Martha will 
explain why her 
latest venture 
champions 
responsible tech 
for a fairer future

As an aerospace engineer; Dr Anita 
Sengupta’s keynote will change 
our views on urban transportation 
and the future of aviation and 
green technologies forever

Dr Anita Sengupta
Co-Founder,
Airspace Expereince Technologies

@Doctor_Astro

Dr. Sengupta is an aerospace 
engineer, rocket scientist, and 
pilot. She worked for NASA for 16 
years where she led the design of 
propulsion and landing systems for 
deep space, Mars, and earth re-entry. 
Next she was senior vice president 
of systems engineering at Virgin 
Hyperloop One. She is currently Co-
Founder and Chief Product officer of 
Airspace Experience Technologies 
(ASX), an electric VTOL urban air 
mobility company. 
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PANEL 
THE NEXT TECH 
FRONTIER
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Gagan Biyani
Entrepreneur

@gaganbiyani

Gagan Biyani is an entrepreneur, marketer, 
and journalist. He was a co-founder and 
President of Udemy, a large online edu-
cation company, and also was co-founder 
and CEO of Sprig, a food delivery com-
pany. Combined, both companies have 
raised over $250 million in venture capital 
and employed over 1,500 employees. 

Laura Citron
CEO,  
London & Partners

Laura Citron is CEO of London 
& Partners, the international 
promotional agency for London. 
She leads the organisation to grow 
London’s global reputation and to 
attract business, tourists, students, 
events and talent to London. 
Laura has spent her career at the 
intersection of business, policy and 
communications. 

Raina Kumra
CEO, Juggernaut LLC

@rainakumra

Raina is CEO of Juggernaut, a brand 
movement agency and also a partner 
at Subculture, an organizational 
change bureau. She is also a 
reformed advertising executive and 
an early stage investor in technology 
and healthcare.  Raina is one of Fast 
Company’s Most Creative People in 
Business, and holds degrees from 
Boston University, NYU and the 
Harvard Graduate School of Design. 

Linda Avey
Co-Founder & CEO, Precise.ly

@lindaavey

Linda Avey is the co-founder and 
CEO of Precise.ly, a consumer 
genetics service designed for India 
and its rapidly evolving health 
system. In 2006 she co-founded 
23andMe, one of the leading 
direct-to-consumer genetic testing 
services, now with over 12 million 
customers in the US, Canada, and 
Europe, valued at $2.5B. 

What are the 
implications for 
such technological 
advancement? As 
leaders of the tech 
revolution, what 
responsibilities do 
we recognise today 
that will ensure a 
more positive impact 
on the world we live 
in, tomorrow?   

Misan Harriman
Founder, What We Seee

@misanharriman

Nigerian-born, Misan Harriman 
was fascinated with the arts from 
a young age, drawn to work that 
makes him feel. He created What 
We Seee to fulfil the cultural promise 
of the internet: to evoke emotion by 
surfacing and amplifying uplifting 
and inspirational stories in a curated 
stream.
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Without the support of our 
partners, SVC2UK would not 
have the capabilities to build and 
maintain an expansive network 
of alumni including world-leading 
investors, serial entrepreneurs, 
academics, students, policy 
makers and first time founders.

PARTNERS
SECTION

London & Patrners 
London & Partners is the Mayor of London’s official 
promotional agency. Our mission is to tell London’s story 
brilliantly to an international audience. 

Our purpose is to support the Mayor’s priorities by 
promoting London internationally, as the best city in the 
world in which to invest, work, study and visit. We do this 
by devising creative ways to promote London and to 
amplify the Mayor’s messages, priorities and campaigns to 
international audiences. We are a not-for- profit public-pri-
vate partnership, funded by the Mayor of London and our 
network of commercial partners.

londonandpartners.com
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Mastercard is a technology company in the 
global payments industry. Their global payments 
processing network connects consumers, 
financial institutions, merchants, governments 
and businesses in more than 210 countries and 
territories. Mastercard products and solutions make 
everyday commerce activities - such as shopping, 
traveling, running a business and managing 
finances - easier, more secure and more efficient 
for everyone.

Mastercard is dedicated to building an inclusive 
world in which the digital economy works for 
everyone, everywhere. By creating scalable 
solutions for sustainable and inclusive growth, 
Mastercard builds pathways to a more secure 
future for everyone.

Mastercard

Lead Partner

Jason Lane
Executive Vice President, Market Devel-
opment, Europe / IMK, Mastercard

Jason Lane is executive vice 
president of Market Development 
Europe based in London, where 
he is responsible for pan-regional 
acceptance development, strategic 
merchant partnerships, acquiring 
management, Mastercard Direct 
Services, and business model 
management and economics.  In 
addition, he oversees Mastercard’s 
efforts to attract and grow FinTech 
players across Europe as well as 
the development of Mastercard’s 
capabilities for Open Banking in 
the region. Jason has spent over 
20 years with Mastercard in various 
roles of increasing responsibility. 

At Mastercard, innovation is at the 
heart of everything we do; it is a 
binding pillar of all of our work. 

Partnering with SVC2UK is something 
we are really proud of and we look 
forward to being there and seeing 
what comes out of this prestigious, 
future-focused, technology event.

Jason Lane
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HSBC is one of the world’s largest banking and financial services 
organisations. We serve more than 40 million customers through four 
global businesses: Retail Banking and Wealth Management, Commercial 
Banking, Global Banking and Markets, and Global Private Banking.  We aim 
to be where the growth is, connecting customers to opportunities, enabling 
businesses to thrive and economies to prosper, and ultimately helping 
people to fulfil their hopes and realise their ambitions. HSBC UK serves our 
personal and business customers in the UK and has an extensive branch 
network across the country to support the needs of our customers.

HSBC

We define ourselves by the needs of our clients, large and small and work 
hard to build and maintain relationships that are personal, collaborative and 
enduring – to be a partner you can trust. We blend pragmatism and front-
line experience with the insightful knowledge of an industry leader. Nearly 
450 of us work co-operatively in specialist teams under one roof to tailor-
make solutions for you. We’re big enough to display deep knowledge over 
a broad range of specialisms, and small enough to understand the power of 
personal connections.

Buzzacott

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati is the premier legal advisor to technology, 
life sciences, and growth enterprises worldwide, as well as the venture 
firms, private equity firms, and investment banks that finance them. We 
represent companies from entrepreneurial start-ups to multibillion-dollar 
global corporations at every stage of development. The firm’s attorneys 
collaborate across a comprehensive range of practice areas and industry 
groups to help the management, boards of directors, shareholders, and 
in-house counsel of our clients address their most pressing challenges and 
pursue their most promising opportunities.

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati
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Jane Galvin
Vice President, HSBC

Jane leads HSBC’s Corporate Banking segment in the UK, where 
she is responsible for overseeing the management of approximately 
14,000 mid-market customers, served by a population of over 800 
people. Prior to joining HSBC Jane spent 30 years at Barclays, under-
taking a number of senior roles including Regional Director, Corporate 
Banking; Head of mid-Corporate, London; Head of Professional Ser-
vices for the UK and US; Head of Retail and Wholesale Mid-Corporate, 
and Director of the Media Team.  

Daniel Glazer
Partner, WSGR

Daniel Glazer is an American technology lawyer, strategic business 
advisor, and the founding partner of WSGR’s London office. Since the 
2010 launch of the UK Government’s “Tech City” initiative, Dan has 
focused on supporting high-growth UK and other European companies 
with U.S. expansion and fundraising, and connecting the UK and wider 
European tech communities with U.S. investors, corporates, advisors, 
and other stakeholders.

Simon Wax
Partner, Buzzacott

Simon joined Buzzacott in 2008, as a Partner he heads up the 
specialist tech and media team, which look after many creative and 
innovative businesses including IT consultancies, digital agencies, 
e-commerce platforms and fintech companies. Simon and his team 
provide commercial advice and financial services to fast growing UK 
and international private companies to help them grow and achieve 
their goals and ambitions. This involves delivering services to start-ups 
right the way through to advising on an eventual exit. 
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SilverLake

Shoosmiths was named the Winner of the Corporate and Commercial 
specialism category in the Legal 500 Awards 2019 and was shortlisted 
as Services Provider of the Year in the Investor Allstars Awards 2019. 
Additionally, Shoosmiths was recently named Law Firm of the Year in The 
Lawyer awards. Recent deals include advising Octopus Ventures on the 
acquisition of Graze.com by Unilever, and leading cloud-based software 
developer, Matillion, on a major Series C fundraise of $35 million. 

Shoosmiths

FieldHouse Associates is fiercely driven by a desire to make business 
impact above and beyond anything you might have expected from PR. 
Wedevelop and implement public relations strategies that are about more 
than just securing press column inches and that truly help our clients 
achieve their commercial objectives.We understand the challenges facing 
fast-growth companies; we know what motivates and excites the investors 
and brands who back them; and we know you can’t work effectively with 
either without fully immersing yourself in their world. That’s why we’ve built 
ourselves into the only consultancy truly at the heart of the innovation and 
investment ecosystem.

FieldHouse Associates

City of London GBx
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James Klein
Partner & Head of Technology Sector, Shoosmiths

James is a partner and head of the London corporate team at UK law 
firm Shoosmiths, who leads the firm’s cross-divisional focus on the 
Technology sector. With strong investor connections in the UK and US, 
James regularly advises on fundraisings, scale-ups and exits, having 
acted for management teams and institutional houses on numerous 
mid-market deals (both venture capital and private equity). James has 
spent considerable time in Silicon Valley (having set up his previous 
firm’s San Francisco office) and was there every month for almost four 
years. He regularly assists UK companies with their expansion to the 
US, also connecting them to US investors.  

Cordelia Meacher
Founder, FieldHouse Associates

With a background in cross-sector corporate comms, financial public 
relations, and public affairs, Cordelia is now focused on working 
with high growth tech businesses, and the ecosystem around them, 
specifically angel and venture capital investors. She launched 
FieldHouse Associates in early 2012 to service this fascinating and 
fast growing space. By advising and supporting businesses through 
each phase of their growth; building their profiles to attract investment; 
supporting their investors; and working closely with the ecosystem, 
she believes she can truly make an impact.

Charity Partner

Founders4Schools is an award-winning 
educational-tech charity which connects young 
people with inspirational role models to improve 
their aspirations and prepare them for the world 
of work. 

Workfinder inspires young people to find a 
future they’ll love, to discover exciting career 
opportunities and explore the working world on 
their own terms. 

Both organisations were born out of SVC2UK 
and we are proud to be supporting them on 
their own scale up journey.

Founders4Schools
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Our vision in 2020 is to contin-
ue to fuel the entrepreneurial 
ecosystem, helping the fastest 
growing businesses scale and 
instilling capability and con-
fidence in our first time and 
female founder communities.

We will continue to offer mentorship and 
connection through events for our SVC2UK 
communities to forge deeper relationships. 
 
We will deliver practical advice that removes 
the barriers to growth through workshops, 
intimate roundtables and storytelling. 
 
Collectively, we will raise the profile of 
our ecosystem, working in partnership 
with corporates and networks who share 
our values and vision, driving inclusive 
economic prosperity and good growth that 
we can track and measure.

WHAT IS 
HAPPENING AT 
SVC2UK IN 2020?



start taking
notes!




